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Mawson’s $600,000 Balaclava
Polar History will be made this December/January when a replica of the balaclava worn by renown Australian Antarctic Explorer Sir Douglas Mawson, leader of the Australian Antarctic Expedition of 1911, will be produced from wool handspun, in situ, at his Huts at Cape Denison, Antarctica. The replica will later be auctioned closer to the actual centenary date, to raise funds for the Mawson’s Huts Foundation, the body dedicated to restoring and preserving the 100year old buildings, artifacts and surrounding historical site.

Unlike Sir Douglas and his Expedition who traveled on the wooden ship Terra Nova, Marion Wheatland, spinner extraordinaire, will make the crossing on the very modern cruise ship MV Orion. Departing Dunedin, New Zealand, on 28th December, the voyage will take several days, arriving on the ice approximately January 6th.  In conditions of Antarctic summer little changed during the last century, Marion will battle the harsh South Polar environment and a temperature of minus 15degrees, very aware of cold toes and frozen fingers.
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“To be in Antarctica – place of my dearest dreams - and visiting the frozen time capsule of Mawson’s Huts, is a thrill beyond words. To be able to contribute financially to the Foundation is keeping alive the history that I love.” she explained. Expecting to raise the $600,000 needed to send the Huts repair team each year, she was confident that many other people have this same love of History and Heritage.  Pre-auction Donations also accepted. 

www.SpinningYarninAntarctica.com

Marion Wheatland, 0409250969,    

13 Vivienne Av, Boronia, 3155

Media History to November 2010:

 (Print) BBCN October 2008

 (Live) 98.1 Fm Radio, Deanna Roberts July 2010 

(print) Knox News OCTOBER 26TH 2010  (Live) ABC Radio Melbourne John Redman 7am Tuesday 5 Oct 
(Print) Knox News March 2010               (Live) ABC Radio Melbourne Phil 1120 am Tuesday 5 October
(Print) Mt Hotham News August 2010    (Live) Southern Cross 7News Launceston 610pm Sat 24tOctr
(Print) Alpaca Magazine Sept 2010         (Live) Australia All Over, Ian McNamara 950am Sunday 31st Oct

(Print) BBCN October 2010                      (In person) Croydon Library “Spinning on Ice”  Thursday 22 Oct

(Print) The Age Pg 7, October 5th 2010   (In Person) Tamar Valley Spinners, ”Spinning on Ice” Sat 24th Oct 
(Print) Stock and Land  October 14        (In Person, recorded) Interview with Radio 2AY  130pm Fri26 Nov 

(Print) Knox Weekly November 17
(in Person) Chill On Ice Lounge, “Spinning at Minus 10” Tue 7th D ec
FACT SHEET

“Mawson’s $600,000 Balaclava”

· January 2011

· Cape Denison, Antarctica

· At Mawson’s Huts

· Next December marks the 100 years anniversary of the Australian Antarctic Expedition 1911 

· The Mawson’s Huts Foundation is responsible for the upkeep and restoration of the 100 year old Huts at Cape Denison, preserving them for Australia, and the world.

· Marion is raising awareness of the Australian Antarctic Heritage of Sir Douglas Mawson and his Expedition and promoting the Mawson’s Huts Foundation. 

· Marion will spin yarn to create a replica of the balaclava worn by Sir Douglas Mawson, in temperatures of minus 15degrees.

· It costs $600,000 to send a repair team to Antarctica each year. .Marion will accept and receipt donations for the restoration of Mawson’s Huts.

· Marion will be using a Majacraft, double treadle, Little Gem spinning wheel. 

· Marion Wheatland leaves Melbourne on 26th December, for adventure to Antarctica. 

·  Marion boards Orion on 28th December, in Dunedin, New Zealand

· Mawson’s Huts Foundation: http://www.mawsons-huts.org.au/ 

· Orion Expedition Cruises, MV Orion:  http://www.orionexpeditions.com/ 

· Majacraft website: http://www.majacraft.co.nz/
· Marion’s Antarctica website: www.SpinningYarninAntarcitca.com 

· Marion’s Spinning website: www.spinningayarn.com.au

PHOTO OPPORTUNITY 
· Dec 26, 7am Melbourne Airport – Marion leaves for NZ

· Dec 28, 2pm Port of Dunedin, - Marion boards Orion

· January 6th approx, Cape Denison – Marion Spinning on Ice

· This project will be filmed at Mawson’s Huts

